Dr. Mark Gudgel is an eighteen-year veteran of teaching English, Humanities, and Genocide 
Studies in Nebraska’s public schools. In 2022, Gudgel accepted a position as assistant professor of education at the College of Saint Mary in Omaha, where he teaches in the Ed.D. program. In the spring of 2024, Gudgel began offering an undergraduate history course titled The Holocaust Through Literature and Film. Gudgel is also part of CSM’s campus-wide initiative to combat antisemitism and commemorate the Holocaust. Gudgel also sits on numerous boards, and is the president of the board of directors of the vinNEBRASKA Foundation. 

Gudgel’s interest in wine was sparked on his honeymoon in Napa and Sonoma, after which he and his wife started a wine blog that became popular. From there, publications began asking him to write about wine, and as an English major he was all-too eager to be paid to write. Gudgel wrote for Food & Spirits Magazine, Vivino, Napa Valley Life Magazine, Edible Omaha, and more. Today, he contributes to Edible Marin & Wine Country on a regular basis.

Gudgel’s book on teaching about the Holocaust, Think Higher Feel Deeper: Holocaust education in the secondary classroom, was released from Teachers College Press in 2021. In 2023 his most recent full-length publication, The Rise of Napa Valley Wineries: How the Judgment of Paris put California wine on the map, was released to critical acclaim. He is presently working on a series of essays chronicling the rich history of Oakville, and gives an annual lecture on how the Napa Valley is a leader in combating global climate change.  

When he isn’t working, Gudgel runs marathons, writes poetry, serves as the commissioner for the faculty fantasy football league, attempts to cook, and plays board games with his family. Gudgel lives in Omaha with his wife, Sonja, and their children, Titus and Zooey.  
